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ART EXHIBITIONART EXHIBITION
A lovely second art exhibition this academic year with happy students 
and staff enjoying the delightfully varied class and homework 
created by our students. Well done and thank you to all involved. The 
department are excited for the next show already!

Welcome to our 
Summer Edition 
of Veritas. There 
has been so much 
to celebrate this 
Academic Year, 
and in this edition 
you can read 
about a selection 
of the trips, 
House Competitions, charity events 
and enrichment activities that have 
taken place.  It is wonderful that our 
students participate so fully in the 
wider life of the school, as well as 
being so committed to learning in 
the classroom,  as this enriches their 
time at St. Mark’s. As a community, 
we ensure that our Catholic Mission is 
integral to every aspect of school life 
and our students have also embraced 
the many opportunities to ‘live out 
their faith’ through our new Mission 
of the Month programme based on 
Catholic Social Teaching. 

Last term we launched St Mark's 
Catholic School Alumni Network, and 
we have been overwhelmed by the 
response so far. We really value the 
contribution of our former students, 
so I encourage past pupils and former 
members of staff who have not  yet 
registered to do so by  using the link 
on our School Website: https://sites.
google.com/st-marks.me.uk/st-marks-
school-alumni/home

I hope that you and your families have 
a restful summer break and we look 
forward to welcoming our students 
back to school in September.

Ms A Waugh-Lucas
Headteacher



In the summer of 2022, St Mark's sadly lost 
student Brian Sasu after a tragic accident 
whilst playing with friends in the River 
Thames. His father, Mr George Sasu and 
his family have been working closely with 
Twickenham Fire House to establish a 

programme promoting water safety to our 
young people.

They have worked tirelessly to ensure that 
other young people understand the dangers of 
open water in the hope that no family has to 
experience such a devastating loss.

On Monday 8th July, 14 of our students 
attended an event held at Twickenham Fire 
Station in Brian's honour.

Water Water 
SafetySafety

On Monday 8th July, 14 students from St Mark’s went to Twickenham Fire Station for a water 
safety event. When we arrived we were welcomed by the Fire Station crew, then saw a 
presentation about how to be safe in water and save someone from drowning. 

During the day  a media crew came in and took footage of us participating in the different 
activities. After the presentation we met the fire cadets and then had time to interact with them 

and even got to play a game of football against 
them, which we won! 

During the next session we were shown a device 
which was donated to the fire department, it showed 
the dangers of water tides and how they can be 
unpredictable. This was when major news companies 
including the BBC, ITV and radio stations came in and 
recorded what was happening and interviewed some 
of the students - we even made it on the news that 
night!

After lunch the Firefighters let us wear the equipment and suits they would use in emergencies 
on the water. We were shown the portable platforms that are used on icy rivers and lakes to help 
rescue people and we used teamwork to move them around to make a path. The fire rescue 
crew taught us lots of skills that we could use to help save people in trouble, one of these was 
how to use a throw line ( ropes which help 
people get out of the water). 

At the end of the day, the team gave us all 
goodie bags with their merchandise and a 
guide to being safe in waters.

We learnt many things during the day and 
our job is to go back to school and help 
educate everybody about the dangers of 
water in our role as safety Ambassadors. 

By Illia Godun 7 Pole



On April 15, a few lucky students who are very passionate about reading 
got chosen for the amazing Carnegie Shadowers awards! These students 
were given about one month to read some of the nominated books (which 
you can still find in the LRC if you are interested in reading). The genres 
were very mixed—some mystery, comedy, children's books, etc. We had 
illustrated children's books and chapter books. During this time, we wrote 

down everything 
we read and our 
thoughts on them. 
Before we knew it, it 
was the ceremony! 
We all sat in the LRC, 
eating some biscuits 
and watching it. It 
was such good fun. 
We had a good laugh 
about who won, and 
some were annoyed 
too! Overall, if you 
have the chance to 

enter next year, I would definitely recommend it—it's an amazing part of your 
reading journey throughout St. Mark's!

YEAR 10 TRIP TO THEYEAR 10 TRIP TO THE
NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUMNATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

YOTO 
CARNEGIES



St Mark's Catholic School classical St Mark's Catholic School classical 
civilisation trip:civilisation trip:

On the 15th May our year 12 Classical Civilisation class went on a school trip to 
the British Museum exploring their limited time Roman exhibit: Life in a Roman 
legion.  It was a tremendous exhibit presenting a view into the life of a Roman 
citizen who had joined the Roman Army.  We were able to look and read about 
artefacts that gave us an insight into the highs and lows of a Roman soldier.  
All of the students in attendance had a fantastic time and found it a unique 
experience. It was a fabulous way to expand our learning from the screens in a 
classroom to the real world and remains a more 
practical approach. Classics is a new subject to 
us as St Mark's is only one of a handful of state 
schools that offer classics A Level. The trip really 
opened our eyes to the classical worlds of Greece 
and Rome. 

We also wandered along the amazing galleries 
and saw some of the artefacts that we will 
study as part of our Imperial image course. For 
example, the Meroe head is a larger-than-life-size 
bronze head depicting the first Roman emperor, 
Augustus, that was found in the ancient Nubian 
site of Meroë in modern Sudan in 1910. The bust 
has been long admired for its striking appearance 
and perfect proportions. 

We also had a focus on Roman money 
and admired the various coins during the 
Roman republic and the Roman empire. 
We had a particular focus on coins 
that promoted Augustan propaganda. 
As a student being able to see this was 
immensely impactful and allowed me to see 
the manipulation of the emperors. 

We finally ended the trip by deciding to visit the exhibitions displaying the 
wonders of Africa and Korea and it was lovely to find out about different 

cultures. Overall, as a year 12 
class we found this an enriching 
experience where we could 
understand the classical world more 
but also have fun with classmates. 
We would definitely recommend a 
trip to the British Museum!

Harrison Clarke - Year 12



To coincide with the General election on 4th July, St Mark’s held its inaugural democracy 
week celebrating the importance of democracy, free debate and participation. With 
‘democracy’ nominated as the St Mark’s Word of the Week, a week of activities (including 
a question and answer session with A Level politics students, a Kahoot quiz, and a poster 

competition) culminated in a mock election. In PSHCE lessons 
across all years still at school, form tutors led a lesson about voting, 
the different parties, their leaders, and manifesto promises. After 
watching party election broadcasts from the main parties, students 
cast their ballots with the final result being announced during form 
time the day after the General election.

St Mark’s followed the national trend with 
the Labour Party winning a landslide victory 

with the Conservative Party distant runners-up. Sixth form students 
also led the school in prayer for democracy, wisdom for those in 
government, and humility for those who were unsuccessful.

At the end of April, 52 of our year 8 mathematicians, along with over a quarter 
of a million other students nationwide, took part in the 2024 UK Junior Maths 
Challenge competition.
This taxing 25 question multiple-choice test of their mathematical ability aims 
to provoke a different sort of mathematical thinking and problem-solving to the 
challenge provided by their maths studies in school lessons.
I am happy to report that 59.6% of our entrants ( compared with a figure of 40% 
nationally ) have since earned a Bronze, Silver or Gold Award.
Special mention should go to Alex Musni, Arthur Pereira, Daniella De Oliveira 
Colimao and Tessa Singh for attaining the prestigious Gold Award, and to Alex 
and Arthur as the joint highest scorers from St. Mark's.
Congratulations to all our Award winners and well done indeed to all of our 
entrants for putting their brain power on the line yet again.

I know the students would like to thank their maths teachers for the smooth 
running of this year's Challenge, as indeed would I. 
If any parents/guardians are interested in seeing the challenge posed to our 
junior students in this exacting annual workout of the grey matter, this year's 
and previous years' papers and solutions can be found on-line, initially at 'UKMT'.
Prepare to be taxed, mentally.
 
Mr. Gold

BEAT THE GOALIEBEAT THE GOALIE
On Friday 28th June, students in the Junior playground pitted themselves 
against two of St Mark's finest goalies - Mr Taylor and Mr Pernot - for a FIA 
event organised by Mrs McGhee's FIA group! Many goals were saved and 
a few sneaked in but most of all everyone had fun and money was raised 
to go towards the charities supported by St Mark's. Thank you to all who 
participated!  

UKMT Maths Challenge

A glimpse of our lovely year 7 students relaxing and reading 
in the LRC.  It has been a great year for reading activities.  
We  celebrated World Book Day, Students were part of the 
Hounslow Teen Read, Poetry Slam, Speed Read and the Yoto 
Carnegie Awards.  To top it off our fabulous Book Club were 
taken to the British Library and Waterstones.  This was a treat 
to thank them for the commitment to attending book club 
every week

LRC NewsLRC News



On the whole, I found completing my EPQ a very rewarding, albeit challenging experience. 
Although I started my project later than expected because of having to study for my entrance 
exams and interviews, I was still pleased with the development of my project and how it 
turned out. This definitely made it more stressful though, so my advice is to start early if you 
can! I would definitely recommend doing an EPQ to anyone who is passionate about a topic 
they want to explore further in their own time. 

Completing my project allowed me to gain research experience for University, as well as 
develop soft skills such as time management, organisation and presentation skills. One piece 
of advice for any prospective EPQ students is to choose a topic you're genuinely interested 
in, as that is what will carry you through the inevitable setbacks and challenges. And most 
importantly, have fun doing it!

Krystian Filipek 13 Maple

Doing an EPQ has been one of the most 
beneficial experiences I have completed during 
my time in Sixth Form; it enabled me to not 
only enhance my report writing skills but 
improve the vital skill of public speaking. While 
the completion of the project was incredibly 
challenging, it was in equal part rewarding and 
provided an unmatched opportunity that has 
set me up perfectly for the academic level of 
university.

An EPQ consists of a logbook, a presentation and a 5000-word report about any topic of your 
choice, allowing you to have freedom outside the constraints of an A Level specification and 
undertake a completely independent research project into a topic that you really enjoy. This 
provided me a perfect opportunity to explore deeper into the realm of literature, solidifying 
my desire to apply for an English Literature degree after Sixth Form.

I did my project on the relationship between power and corruption within several of
Shakespeare’s plays as I found it fascinating. There was a wide range of topics chosen from
different students across multiple subjects which each person was deeply interested in.
The support all students were given during the EPQ process was unmatched as although it
was an independent research task, we were given opportunities to enhance skills such as
time management, referencing, organisation and presentation delivery during taught
sessions that are incredibly transferable as we move onto different stages of our lives. From
meetings with our Centre Coordinator (Dr Chakraborty) to our individual supervisors, all
participants were given copious feedback and invaluable advice during the course of our
project.

While the EPQ process was incredibly challenging as we not only had to complete copious
amounts of detailed research and write a 5000-word report but had to balance it
alongside our other A Levels, UCAS applications, mock exams and university interviews, 
the rewards far outweighed any initial challenges. It was an immensely gratifying 
experience to see all the hard work come together and be able to deliver a presentation, 
sharing your work with fascinated individuals. I was very proud to see the project 
completed and immensely grateful to the help that I received along the way as well as the 
skills I will continue to use and develop as I leave the Sixth form.

Ultimately, I would recommend doing an EPQ to any prospective Year 12 students as it
was a very rewarding and beneficial experience. The opportunity to research a chosen 
topic that you are interested in without being constrained to your A Level courses is a 
rich academic opportunity that you will be unable to achieve anywhere else. Although it 
may be hard, it is well worth it in the end!

Libby Duncan 13 Willow

The following students have successfully completed their Extended Project 
Qualification:
Aditi, Esabella, Devmini, Krystian, Libby, Laura, Samuel, Lucia and Thea.

Well done to all of them!

Thank you also to all the Supervisors who have supported them over the year:
Mr Fanning, Mr Mihailovic, Ms McIntyre, Mrs Flannery, Mrs Mould and Ms 
O’Connell, 

Dr Chakraborty
EPQ Centre Coordinator



Musical ShowcaseMusical Showcase

On July 10th and 11th we had our Musical showcase. This included five 
musicals such as Six, Hamilton, Frozen, The Greatest Showman, and Dear 

Evan Hansen. 
We had two hosts leading the show and actors who performed scenes based 

on the musicals. 
The cast performed exceptionally and dedicated a lot of time to making the 

show a fantastic success. 



Musical ShowcaseMusical Showcase



Visiting Somerville allowed for me to 
picture and envision myself as a
student there, inspiring me and 
motivating me to try my hardest. Lastly, 
Oxford has a wide range of facilities 
available for students, which create an 
amazing atmosphere and environment 
to socialise in. The café in Somerville 
is not only a relaxing and quiet place 
to buy a snack and study, but also 
a peaceful place to meet with your 
friends, collaborate on work, or even 
simply relax together. With comfortable 
seating both indoors and outdoors on 
the terrace, there is space for everyone 

to come together and enjoy themselves. 
Somerville’s chapel also stood out due to the inclusivity and comfort it offers. The 
chapel invites students of all faiths and beliefs to come together and pray, spend 
time together and even offers a weekly meditation session. With heated flooring, 
this makes meditation comfortable even during winter months. Overall, Oxford 
university is one of, if not the best university to attend thanks to its inclusivity, high 
quality education and its large focus on student life being enjoyable for all.

Oxford University is an esteemed and prestigious university, 
regarded as one of the greatest worldwide. Immediately upon entering Somerville 
college, a lasting impression is made by the organised and tidy layout of the campus, 
which makes it simple to navigate through the college, even for students new to the 
university.

Additionally, the abundance of nature all over the university creates a relaxing and 
peaceful environment to study in, socialise in and 
even rest in. Furthermore, Somerville college has 
one of the largest libraries of any university. This not 
only means there are countless books to choose 
from, but also that learning resources and textbooks 
are accessible to everyone attending. When visiting 
Somerville, one of my favourite things was learning 
about its history with our guides. Somerville 
originally was a college for women at a time where 
they otherwise wouldn't have been able to learn at 
a university. This is also the reason for the size of 
the library. Another enjoyable aspect was learning 
about university education as a whole as well as 
specifically in Oxford and Cambridge. Oxford and 
Cambridge stand out from other universities as they use tutorials as a form of teaching. 
This is when a small group of students learns with a tutor who is a professional, and 
often known, expert of the subject. Additionally, they use a collegiate structure for the 
university, meaning the university is made up of multiple colleges (Oxford is made up 
of 43 colleges). 

Some colleges specialise in specific subjects, for example, Art, and thanks to this 
students can attend colleges that suit their interests and what they are aiming to 

learn, making their 
education even better. 
Also, colleges make 
it much easier for 
students to meet new 
people as it feels 
much more like a 
community. 

The information I 
learned about Oxford 
was incredibly useful 
as it completely 
changed my view 
on the university. 

Previously I felt intimidated by the thought of a university, incorrectly believing 
education is the only focus, however, as I have learned, universities not only focus on 
education, but equally so on social activities and student life. Thanks to this change of 
perspective, attending Oxford has transformed from being a distant wish and dream in 
my mind, to a goal to work towards, and seems much more achievable. 



Integrating with students from other 
schools was quite easy for us solely 
because of the purpose that we were all 
there for preparation of our NEAs and 
because of leisure activities such as pool 
and table football. Moreover, since we 
were of similar age, most of the boys 
had a common interest in football which 
allowed us to engage in conversations 

easily. 

On the 
final 
day, 
we 

completed our carbon cycle skills in the 
woodlands. And shortly after we departed 
around 4pm for a 3 hour journey back to 
school. Even though the journey was long, 
it was nice to spend a lot of time with my 
classmates to mark off a 
remarkable experience!

Quotes
“It was a good escape from the busy life” - Phillip M
“I really liked the Fieldwork Instructor. She was very 
welcoming” - Finn M
“Absolutely sublime!” - Aidan B
“One of the best activities was the campfire” - Jia E
“I struggled to sleep due to loud noises” - Shaan 
“I went there to improve fieldwork collection” - Alannah Q

By: Uju Ukachukwu

A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIPA LEVEL GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP
Within both GCSE and A-Level geography, field trips are one of the most exciting 
components as it allows you to kick back from content in the textbook and explore 
it in real life. As part of our NEA (Non Exam Assessment) process, that we will do 
over the course of Year 13, Year 12 geographers embarked on a trip to Preston 
Montford in Shrewsbury on the 13th May until the 15th May. The reasoning behind 
this trip was to exemplify the geographical enquiry question process for our NEAs 
and to collect quantitative and qualitative fieldwork skills. 

We arrived at Preston Montford around 2pm with other students from schools 
including Gumley and Boulder Academy. On arrival, the staff of Preston Montford 
were very welcoming as they provided a room for us to eat our lunch and gave us 
a talk essentially explaining what we’ll do over the course of 3 days. After that, we 
adventured onto our first lesson known as ‘water skills’ and in this we discovered 
why rates of infiltration may differ between grasslands and woodlands. To 
balance the hard work we did during the day, we had a fun leisure activity where 
we partnered up with students from different schools to complete orienteering 
challenges. Individually and as a class this developed our skills of teamwork and 

communication primarily due to the fact 
that there were 25 locations to find which 
required a lot of attention and speaking.

The next day we visited Ironbridge 
where we developed our qualitative 
fieldwork skills. We did this in the form 
of rephotography and interviewing 
residents. I found this aspect of the 
course quite 
intriguing as I 
visited various 
landmarks of 
Ironbridge and 
it was very 
interesting to 

listen to the different perspectives of different residents 
in terms of age and ethnicity and how they view the 
place. Furthermore, Ironbridge offered great scenery 
where we could take lots of pictures. Later on, we 
returned back to Preston Montford where we shared 
our results with the rest of the students and did a brief 
comparison of results.  In the evening, Finn Murphy 
and Phillip Manangan lit a campfire where we roasted 
marshmallows and enjoyed the night away.



Y10 Geography students have been busy 
collecting coastal and urban fieldwork 
data for their Paper 2 exam. They visited 
the Olympic Park in Stratford, East London, 
as well as Hengistbury Head near Bourne-
mouth. 

They tested the following hypothesis: 

‘The quality of life will be better in the East 
Village in comparison to the Carpenters 
Estate’ 

The coastal management 
strategies at Hengistbury 

We had lots of fun! It was cool to 
see coastal processes in action! 
We also got to see the rebuilding 
of the Long Groyne. It was 
mind blowing to see how many 
boulders they need to use! 

It was interesting to see the Olympic 
Park in real life after seeing it on videos 
in lessons 

This day is celebrated on the 8th June 
every year to promote collective action for 
a healthy ocean and a stable climate. It’s 
about how we can create a better future 
with an abundant ocean and a stable 
climate, by working together.
With our Care For Creation Catholic Social 
Teaching at the forefront of minds in June 
it was fitting that we should come together 
in the week before World Ocean Day to 
focus our minds on why our oceans, seas 
and waterways are so important and what 
we can do to keep them healthy for future generations. 
To celebrate we held a series of ocean themes activities. 

-	 We held a surf-fit exercise session where we 
participated in exercises based on surfing moves. 
This activity helped us to consider the human use 
of the world’s resources and protecting them for 
future generations. 

-	 We had a LOT of fun doing a World Ocean 
Day Kahoot Competition which was attended 
by students from Y7 through to the sixth form! 
We learned a lot about the use of the oceans, in 
particular how it is used for fishing and the effects 
fishing has on our shores.

-	 We also had two sessions around World Ocean Day Mindfulness 
Colouring where students 
could quietly reflect on our 
waterways to the sounds of 
ocean based documentaries 
that focussed on the plight 
of ocean dwelling organisms 
due to human activities. 
A big thanks to all those who 
attended our events and 
earned St.Mark points for 
attendance!

Mrs Brennan 



PRESENTATION OF FASHION 
DRAWINGS - TECHNOLOGY

YEAR 7 & 8 



6th Form Charity Walk6th Form Charity Walk



A massive congratulations to the Year 7 Rounders squad too, who have also had a 
fantastic rounders season. Winning 3 out of 3 games!
Beating Green School for Girls 10-8 , Gumley House 
School 18.5 - 11 and Nishkam School 13.5 - 10.5. 
Unfortunately, we were unable to play our last game 
versus Brentford School for Girls as it was rained off. 
However, we do get shared points for this because of 
the rain and this does make us Borough Champions, 
finishing top of the table!!  This is brilliant!
Well done to all of you who have played this year and I 

am really excited about what the future may hold for this 
team as you make your way through to Year 11. 

The Year 9 Rounders have had a fantastic rounders season. Winning all of their 
games they have been crowned Borough league 
champions!

Beating Heathlands School 19.5 - 16.5 , Gumley House 
School 18-17 and yesterday afternoon, beating Brentford 
School for Girls in a nail biting game, 22 - 18.5. 

Well done to all of you who have played and have shown 
fantastic commitment to practice. You have played some 
incredible rounders and we are very proud of you all!

Year 8 rounders
The girls entered the season heavily armed  with high 
hopes and an abundance of talent - with that combination 
it was realistic to dream of the borough title! The 
dream once again became reality as they convincingly 
dismantled each challenger and remained undefeated to 
seal the Borough League Champions title!! There really is 
no stopping this team!!

Year 10 rounders 
The rounders season brings a great deal of 
excitement to the summer term, and even with the 
lack of sunshine, spirits were not dampened!
This group of girls are just fabulous. They enter 
each game with smiles on their faces and a team 
spirit that is unrivalled! This fantastic attitude and 
the willingness to 'risk it for a biscuit' has led them 
to be unbeaten this year which means that they 
are indeed, Borough Champions!!! Well done girls!!

Sports Leaders pass with flying colours
Our Year 9 sports leaders have recently completed their Level 2 qualification 
Community Sports Leadership.
Having worked with an external provider for a number of months, they have attended 
sessions after school on Tuesdays since January developing a variety of Leadership and 
organisational skills.
They then had the opportunity to support our local primary feeder schools at their 
sports days, ensuring these students had fun and action packed days.
They should all be congratulated for representing the school so well and developing 
some life skills which will have such a positive impact across all their studies.

Athletics successes:

We have had a notable number of successes in our athletics season this summer.

The Year 7 girls team was runners up in the Quad Kids and Super 8 events with the 
Year 7 boys finishing 4th in the Super 8 event.
The Year 9 boys and girls both finished 4th in the Borough Championships with the 
Year 7 girls and year 8 girls finishing 3rd.

Hounslow Representatives

The following students after their performances at the Borough Championships 
were selected to represent Hounslow at the Middlesex Championships at Lea Valley.

Mason Nsimbe, Michael Garcia, Thomas 
Hawley, Jack Duncan, Gus Harrison, Alex 
Czuchryta

Middlesex Representatives:

A massive congratulations to Michael Garcia 
and Thomas Hawley who represented Middlesex at the Inter County Champion-
ships.
Both boys ran personal bests in the 1500m and 300m respectively and deserve an 
enormous amount of credit for their performances.

WIPEOUT -  YEAR 7, 8 9 AND 10 WIPEOUT -  YEAR 7, 8 9 AND 10 

BOROUGH CHAMPIONS!!! BOROUGH CHAMPIONS!!! 



The Year 9 Product Design 
scheme of work had to 
change after the fire that 
shut down the department 
workshops for most of the 
year. Students responded 
with aplomb to develop an 
imaginative Pop-up Direct 
Mail campaign aimed at 
children who were not in 
control of the time they 
spent on their devices and parents and carers who struggle to work with 
them to reduce Screentime. Here is a selection of the outcomes which all 

demonstrated that our 
students are aware of 
the issues. The consistent 
message in PSHCE lessons 
and Assemblies reminds 
everyone that we need to 
use our devices to make 
our lives easier, while 
being aware how easily 
time can run away from us 
if we forget to put them 
down. Well done Year 9.

Year 9 analysed research into the 
effects of Smartphones, looking at 
resources from the Royal Society 
for Public Health, the NHS and the 
BBC news service for young people, 
Newsround.

They investigated a range of 
mechanisms and used their maths skills 
to understand how different folding 
effects were achieved



Year 11 completed their five years of education at 
St. Mark’s in style. On Thursday 2nd May it was 
officially their last school day and students brought 
in spare shirts to get signed by their peers and 

teachers. The next day the year group joined 
together with their tutors and teachers to 
celebrate with a Leavers’ Liturgy. It was a lovely 
opportunity to reflect on the past 
five years of education; the time 
spent together and the journey 
that they had shared. 

That evening there were further 
celebrations as the year group enjoyed the long awaited 

prom. The students certainly dressed 
to impress and the stunning dresses 
and smart suits really were a fabulous 
sight to behold. The evening was one 
of joy; lots of smiles; dancing; awards 
and culminated in a fantastic fireworks 
display. 

It really was a pleasure to spend the 
evening celebrating with you all and as always, I am very 
proud of you all and proud to have been your head of 
year for the past three years. The very best of  luck for 

your exam results and all that you go 
on to do. I wish you every success and 
happiness for the future!

				  
		

Year 11 PromYear 11 Prom



The St Mark’s Sixth Form prom was held at The 
Thistle London Heathrow Hotel on Friday 3rd 
May. Our year 13 students had canapes on arrival, 
enjoyed a sit-down meal, and danced the night away. 
Glamorous dresses and dress suits were the order of 
the evening and it was wonderful to see our students 
in high spirits and celebrating the end of their St Mark’s journey together 
in friendship. It was a night to remember, with Clark Kessy taking home the 
prom king award and Aditi Kulkarni taking home the prom queen award. 

The Sixth form team and all the staff of St Mark’s 
were very proud of our students. We thank the 
venue, the caterers, the parents, St Mark’s staff, and 
our wonderful students for a special and memorable 
evening.                                                 

	 							       Ms Wade

Year 13 PromYear 13 Prom



YSVP - YSVP Mass and Gathering
On the 7th of June, our SVP group here at St Mark's travelled 
to St George's Cathedral in Southwark, accompanied by Mr 
Cizmarik and Mrs McGhee. This event, marking the Solemnity 
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, brought together Young 
Vincentians from schools across four dioceses: Arundel and 
Brighton, Brentwood, Southwark and Westminster. 

We set off bright and early at 8am, but opted for the 
overground instead of the tube due to delays. We joined Archbishop John Wilson 
to celebrate the Mass as he retold the story of BI Pierre Giorgio Frassati, who 
displayed immense kindness to those struggling 
with poverty in his community. It was a lovely 
opportunity to connect with other Young 
Vincentians who are working towards a common 
cause. 

After the Mass, we enjoyed a lovely picnic in a 
nearby park dotted with flowers. We made loads 
of friends (pictured below), played games and 
were even rewarded with sweets and fruit juice! 

Jessica De Souza, 10CL

I thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience, as there was a 
great sense of community 
and joy at the successes 
of SVP. 
Furthermore, the Bishop 
informed us that if there 
was one thing to take 
away from the day, we 

should remember and spread this 10 word phrase: 
‘As Jesus has loved you, you should love each other’. 
I find this particularly inspiring as our relationship with 
God impacts our relationship with others and the love 
that we spread.

Roisin Kynes 10CL

Week of Prayer : Israel and Palestine crisis
From 17th to 21st June we were praying for peace and an end to the Israel 
and Palestine crisis. 

On Monday we began by praying the rosary together as a community and 
through the week students were coming to the chapel to pray for their own 
intentions. Pupils and staff have have also completed prayer cards and 
these intentions were offered up during our Mass on Thursday.

St Mark’s Day

St Mark’s Day started in registration on 25th April for all 
tutor groups and everyone watched a dramatisation of the 
Life of St Mark. Little is known about the exact details of St 
Mark’s life but a group of year 7 and 8 pupils performed our 
interpretation and year 12 students recorded and produced 
the video.

The production covers St Mark’s encounters with Jesus, his interactions with St Peter, 
writing his Gospel, his ministry and ultimately 
martyrdom.

Special thanks 
to Ms Rouse for 
putting this video 
drama performance 
together.



Year 9 RetreatYear 9 Retreat
As a part of the pupils' spiritual development, all Year 9 pupils participated in a retreat in school 
on Monday, 20th May. 

The day was led by a team from RISE Theatre - a professional Christian theatre company with a 
passion for delivering exciting, original, transformative theatre - and RE Department. 

The theme of the Retreat Day was - The room -  where the students were invited to explore the 
History of Salvation in a creative way.

The past days
 I’ve 

been thinking 
about my 

relationship w
ith the 

Lord more often.

It has clearly made forgiveness of God and of others clearer and how powerful it is to repent.

The R
etrea

t 

made m
e fee

l the
 

prese
nce o

f God
 

when
 I pra

y eve
ry 

time.

The retr
eat has 

made me able to
 

talk abou
t my 

faith to 
others 

more ofte
n and 

more conf
idently

On Friday 3rd May, we celebrated Year 11 Leavers' Mass as Y11 students finished 
school to prepare for their GCSE exams. 

The students were reminded to follow Jesus’ words to love one another and remember 
that they are all one family. 

We would like to thank Fr Philip who celebrated this special day with us and for his 
words of encouragement during homily. 

On Friday 10th May, we celebrated Year 13 Leavers' liturgy. It was the students 
last day in school as they started to prepare for A’ Level exams. 

The theme of the Liturgy was ‘You are the light of the world’ reminding the 
students to bring the light of Christ to the world!

We would like to ask you to keep our Year 11 and 13 leavers in your 
prayers.




