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Tautologous
Y

Are you familiar with this word?

Do you know this word?

Do you recognise this word?




Definition

Ta UtOIOgOUS (adjECtiVE) Saying the same thing twice when it is

unnecessary

Where does the word come from? What is its etymology?

Tautologous

/N

same words

You might not be using the same words but
the meaning is repeated.




Definition

Ta UtOIOgOUS (adjective) Saying the same thing twice when it is

unnecessary

Let’s look at an example:

They left at 3am in the morning.

‘am’ stands for ‘ante meridien’ \

This means before midday so it ‘in the morning’ means
e ° Y / ° °
means ‘in the morning’! ‘in the morning’!

This sentence is tautologous.



Definition

Ta UtOIOgOUS (adjective) Saying the same thing twice when it is

unnecessary

For each sentence, can you spot where they are being tautologous?

1. Unmarried bachelors are more likely to buy fancy cars.
2. This is a new innovation.

3. The vote was totally unanimous.

4. The reason is because he left during the dinner.

5. They were the reason why she left.

6. In our opinion, we think it is good.

7. Everyone is the sum total of their past experiences.



Definition

Ta UtOIOgOUS (adjective) Saying the same thing twice when it is

unnecessary

1. Unmarried bachelors are more likely to buy fancy cars.
Bachelors are by definition unmarried.

2. This is a new innovation.
Innovations are always new. The concept of new is inherent in "i |Ca n yO ucome u p

3. The vote was totally unanimous. lW|th yo ur own

The word "totally" doesn't add anything. "Totally" is inherent in '

4. The reason is because he left during the dinner.

The word "because" doesn't add anything. It means "for the reas :ta UtO I OgO us
5. They were the reason why she left. State me nt?
"Why" means "for what reason."

6. Inour opinion, we think it is good.

If something is your opinion it is what you think.

7. Everyone is the sum total of their past experiences.

Sum and total mean the same thing, all experiences that could have shaped someone must
be in the past.




Definition

Ta UtOlogOUS (adjective) Saying the same thing twice when it is

unnecessary

Tautologies are regularly used by many people.
Why are they doing this?

1. Repetition can be a really effective technique for
emphasising a point.
2. Sometimes it just sounds better.

“Everyone is the sum total of their past experiences.” sounds more natural than
“Everyone is the total of their experiences.”




Definition

Ta UtOIOgOUS (adjeCtiVQ) Saying the same thing twice when it is

unnecessary




