
St Mark’s 
Word of the Week



Match the previous word of the week to its definition:

1. Tautologus

2. Heuristic

3. Uncanny

4. Loquacious

5. Bene

6. Mal

7. Graph

8. Phon

9. Exo

10. Phil Good

Bad

Write/draw

Sound
Out

Love

Tending to talk a lot

Strange or mysterious

A process for solving a problem

Saying the same thing twice



Match the word of the week to its definition:

1. Tautologus

2. Heuristic

3. Uncanny

4. Loquacious

5. Bene

6. Mal

7. Graph

8. Phon

9. Exo

10. Phil

Good

Bad

Write/draw

Sound

Out

Love

Tending to talk a lot

Strange or mysterious

A process for solving a problem

Saying the same thing twice



Oxymoronic

Are you familiar with this word?

What does it mean?

Can you use it in a sentence?



Oxymoronic (adjective)
Definition

A combination of words which seem to have 
opposite (contradictory) meanings

Where does the word come from? What is its etymology?

Oxymoronic

foolishsharp

Sharply foolish, the foolishness is very obvious



Oxymoronic (adjective)
Definition

A combination of words which seem to have 
opposite (contradictory) meanings

A new tradition

Let’s look at an example:

‘New’ means ‘new’!
A ‘tradition’ is 
something that has 
been done before so is 
not new.

This sentence is oxymoronic.



1. Leaving school was a bittersweet experience.

2. Their story went down like a lead balloon.

3. In 1968, the horror film ‘Night of the Living Dead’ was released.

4. Whoever wrote this is seriously funny.

5. And the vision that was planted in my brain, Still remains, Within the sound of silence. (Bonus: 
Who wrote this?)

6. Parting is such sweet sorrow. (Bonus: who wrote this?)

7. This was a minor crisis and the only choice was to do something else.

For each sentence, can you spot where they are being oxymoronic?

Oxymoronic (adjective)
Definition

A combination of words which seem to have 
opposite (contradictory) meanings



1. Leaving school was a bittersweet experience.

2. Their story went down like a lead balloon.

3. In 1968, the horror film ‘Night of the Living Dead’ was released.

4. Whoever wrote this is seriously funny.

5. And the vision that was planted in my brain, Still remains, Within the sound of silence. (Bonus: 
Who wrote this?) Paul Simon

6. Parting is such sweet sorrow. (Bonus: who wrote this?) William Shakespeare

7. This was a minor crisis and the only choice was to do something else.

For each sentence, can you spot where they are being oxymoronic?

Oxymoronic (adjective)
Definition

A combination of words which seem to have 
opposite (contradictory) meanings

Can you think of 
any other phrases 
that are 
oxymoronic?


