
Word of the Week



Are you familiar with this word?
What does it mean?

Can you use it in a sentence?

Retrospective
(adjective)



What do you think the word retrospective means?



Retrospective

From Latin
retrospectus

From Latin
Retro

Backward

From latin
Spect

To look

So what does retrospective mean?

“To look back”

Let’s see if we can work out what it means from looking 
at its etymology.



Looking back on past events or situations.

Definition

Retrospective (adjective)



“A retrospective review of a test we have taken allows us to think about how to 
make improvements in the future.”

“After the project failed, they conducted a thorough retrospective to 
understand the root causes.”

“He gave a retrospective account of his childhood, sharing funny bits and sad 
memories from the past.”

Can you come up with your own?

Examples

Retrospective (adjective)
Looking back on past events or situations.



Nostalgic

Philosophical

Thoughtful

Reflective

Synonyms

Visionary

Forward looking

Prescient

Foresighted

Antonyms

Retrospective (adjective)
Looking back on past events or situations.



Retrospective (adjective)
Looking back on past events or situations.

Add retrospective to your word of 

the week record sheet (page 18 of 

your planner).

Use this time to check you have all of 

the previous words recorded as well.

Task



Challenge
Think back and be retrospective about this year by considering these questions:

Retrospective (adjective)
Looking back on past events or situations.

What was your 
proudest moment or 
biggest achievement 
this year, and why did 

it make you feel 
good?

What's one new skill 
or piece of 

knowledge you 
gained this year that 
you're excited to use 

in the future?

Think about a time 
someone in our 

school community 
helped you or made 

you smile. What 
happened, and how 
did it make you feel?

If you could give one 
piece of advice to 

yourself at the start 
of this school year, 
knowing what you 
know now, what 

would it be?


