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Year 10 Reading Challenge

Read books in months!

Your challenge is to read 5 books in 5 months! You need to select your 5 books from the St Mark’s 75. This list has been 
specifically chosen to provide a variety of texts from different genres, so will suit different interests. The texts on the list will 
also ensure you are challenged when you are reading!
All books are available in the LRC and are displayed on top of the book cases so they’re easy for you to locate. Once you have 
read your book you need to complete the activity in your challenge booklet and get it stamped by Ms Quigley – then move 
on to your next book! 
If you want to take part in the challenge register your interest with Ms Quigley in the LRC and collect your book and 
challenge booklet. The deadline to complete the challenge is Monday 13th June 2022. 



St Mark’s



Despite the tumour-shrinking medical 
miracle that has bought her a few years, 

Hazel has never been anything but 
terminal, her final chapter inscribed 

upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous 
plot twist named Augustus Waters 

suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support 
Group, Hazel's story is about to be 

completely rewritten.



Aza's life is filled with complications.

Living with anxiety and OCD is enough but 
when Daisy, her Best and Most Fearless 
Friend, brings her on a mission to find a 

fugitive billionaire things are about to get 
even more complicated.

To find Russell Pickett, Aza must enter the 
world of his geeky, but maybe kind-of-cute 

son, Davis.

But the chances of a first kiss, and maybe 
even a first love, could send Aza into a 

spiral of anxiety...



Set during World War I, Private 
Peaceful charts eight hours in the 
life of Tommo, a young soldier at 
the Front, as he looks back over 

the formative events of his life: his 
father’s early death, his 

relationship with his loving mother 
and brothers, Big Joe and Charlie, 

and their beloved schoolfriend 
Molly – all set among an evocative 

and beautifully realised rural 
landscape.



Enter a world with a haunted castle, a dark and dangerous forest 
and poisoned rain, with two fiery protagonists to root for - a 
book perfect for fans of Naomi Novik and Laini Taylor.
You are the girl who can walk in the rain, and I am the boy who 
knows the way.
The Eve of Saints approaches and the poison rain which shrouds 
Castle Marcosza strains at its boundaries. When Beata's brother is 
taken by the rain, Beata and her friend Benedek must make a 
perilous journey of discovery to uncover the root of her secret -
why she is the only person who can walk through the rain 
unscathed.
But Beata is soon caught up in a game of cat-and-mouse with 
mysterious Liljana, a girl with hidden powers of her own. And with 
magic outlawed in Marcosza, can the pair find a way to work 
together to harness their forbidden ability and unleash its full 
potential? Or will they find themselves seduced by power and all 
that it offers...



They call me Yanka the Bear. Not because of where I was 
found - only a few people know about that. They call me 
Yanka the Bear because I am so big and strong.

Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has always 
wondered about where she is from. She tries to ignore the 
strange whispers and looks from the villagers, wishing she was 
as strong on the inside as she is on the outside. But, when she 
has to flee her house, looking for answers about who she 
really is, a journey far beyond one that she ever imagined 
begins: from icy rivers to smouldering mountains meeting an 
ever-growing herd of extraordinary friends along the way.

Interwoven with traditional stories of bears, princesses and 
dragons, Yanka's journey is a gorgeously lyrical adventure from 
the best-selling author of The House With Chicken Legs.



Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. 

... Now Stanley has been unjustly 

sent to a boys' detention centre, 

Camp Green Lake, where the boys 

build character by spending all day, 

every day digging holes exactly five 
feet wide and five feet deep.



Nine-year-old Bruno knows nothing of 
the Final Solution and the Holocaust. 

He is oblivious to the appalling 
cruelties being inflicted on the people 
of Europe by his country. All he knows 

is that he has been moved from a 
comfortable home in Berlin to a house 

in a desolate area where there is 
nothing to do and no one to play with. 

Until he meets Shmuel, a boy who 
lives a strange parallel existence on 
the other side of the adjoining wire 

fence and who, like the other people 
there, wears a uniform of striped 

pyjamas.

Bruno's friendship with Shmuel will 
take him from innocence to 

revelation. And in exploring what he is 
unwittingly a part of, he will inevitably 

become subsumed by the terrible 
process.



Bonnie. Never Mum or Mummy or Mother. 

Just Bonnie... When it comes to flying under 

the radar, Ro Snow is an expert. No friends. 

No boys. No parties. And strictly NO 

VISITORS. It may be lonely, but at least this 

way the truth remains where it should -

hidden. Then Tanvi Shah, the girl who 

almost died, comes tumbling back into her 

life, and Ro finds herself losing control of 

her carefully constructed lies. But if Ro's 

walls come crumbling down, who's going to 
take care of Bonnie...



Fourteen-year-old Shif and his best 
friend Bini are ordinary boys with big 
ambitions, but their world implodes 

when they attract the attention of the 
military "giffa". Wrenched from their 

families, they’re sent to a remote 
desert prison, where their cellmates 

are barely clinging on to life.
However, the boys’ arrival sparks hope 
in the imprisoned men, and they give 

everything to ensure their escape. 
Reaching the nearest town, Shif has 
only just begun the perilous journey 

which he hopes will end in safety and 
freedom.



Oscar Dunleavy, who used to make the 
world's most perfect apple tarts, is 
missing, presumed dead. No-one 

seems too surprised, except for Meg, 
his best friend, and his little brother 

Stevie. Surrounded by grief and 
confusion, Meg and Stevie are 
determined to find out what 

happened to Oscar, and together they 
learn about loyalty and friendship and 

the power of never giving up hope.



When the bell rings and school is 
finished for the day, the walkers are 

finally set free. For ten blocks they have 
no-one telling them what to do; they 

can talk about bogies, skateboard, plan 
dramatic escapes, make jokes, face 

bullies, and hear about the school bus 
that fell from the sky… In ten stories 
(one per block), find out what really 

happens on the walk home from 
school, when there are no parents or 

teachers to supervise (or stop the fun!). 
From hilarious escapades to brave 

challenges, join the walkers for one 
journey and many, many detours…



Without this child, we shall all die.

Lyra Belacqua lives half-wild and carefree 
among the scholars of Jordan College, with 
her daemon, Pantalaimon, always by her 

side.

But the arrival of her fearsome uncle, Lord 
Asriel, draws her to the heart of a terrible 

struggle - a struggle born of stolen children, 
witch clans and armoured bears.

As she hurtles towards danger in the cold far 
North, Lyra never suspects the shocking 
truth: she alone is destined to win, or to 

lose, the biggest battle imaginable.



Madrid, 1957.

Daniel, young, wealthy and unsure of his 
place in the world, views the city through the 

lens of his camera.

Ana, a hotel maid whose family is suffering 
under the fascist dictatorship of General 

Franco.

Lives and hearts collide as they unite to 
uncover the hidden darkness within the city.

A darkness that could engulf them all . . .



Born in a refugee camp, all Subhi knows of the 
world is that he's at least 19 fence diamonds high, 

the nice Jackets never stay long, and at night he 
dreams that the sea finds its way to his tent, 

bringing with it unusual treasures. And one day it 
brings him Jimmie.

Carrying a notebook that she's unable to read and 
wearing a sparrow made out of bone around her 
neck - both talismans of her family's past and the 
mother she's lost - Jimmie strikes up an unlikely 

friendship with Subhi beyond the fence.

As he reads aloud the tale of how Jimmie's family 
came to be, both children discover the 

importance of their own stories in writing their 
futures.



The things I've seen are burned into me, like 
scars that refuse to fade.

Father John controls everything inside The 
Fence. And Father John likes rules. Especially 

about never talking to Outsiders. Because Father 
John knows the truth. He knows what is right, 
and what is wrong. He knows what is coming.

Moonbeam is starting to doubt, though. She's 
starting to see the lies behind Father John's 

words. She wants him to be found out.

What if the only way out of the darkness is to 
light a fire?



Camino Rios lives for the summers 
when her father visits her in the 

Dominican Republic. But this time, on 
the day when his plane is supposed to 
land, Camino arrives at the airport to 
see crowds of crying people...In New 
York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the 

principal's office, where her mother is 
waiting to tell her that her father, her 

hero, has died in a plane crash. 
Separated by distance - and Papi's 
secrets - the two girls are forced to 

face a new reality in which their 
father is dead and their lives are 

forever altered.



In this coming of age story, Dodie 
Smith introduces the visionary 

and eccentric character of 
seventeen-year-old Cassandra 

Mortmain. The youngest daughter 
in a family of impoverished artists, 

it is her imagination and writing 
that takes us away from the 

ramshackle old English castle 
where they live, and towards an 

intriguing tale of husband-hunting 
and light-hearted sibling rivalry.



With his King Lord dad in prison 
and his mom working two jobs, 

seventeen-year-old Maverick 
Carter helps the only way he 

knows how: slinging drugs. Life's 
not perfect, but he's got 

everything under control. Until 
he finds out he's a father...

Suddenly it's not so easy to deal 
drugs and finish school with a 

baby dependent on him for 
everything. So when he's offered 

the chance to go straight, he 
takes it. But when King Lord 

blood runs through your veins, 
you don't get to just walk away.



Fliss's mum needs peace and quiet 
to recuperate from a long illness, 

so they both move to the 
countryside to live with Margot, 

Fliss's stern and bullying 
grandmother. Life on the farm is 
tough and life at school is even 
tougher, so when Fliss unearths 

Margot's wartime diary, she sees 
an opportunity to get her own 

back.

But Fliss soon discovers Margot's 
life during the evacuation was full 

of adventure, mystery . . . and even 
passion. What's more, she learns a 
terrible secret that could tear her 

whole family apart . . .



How to Go on an Unplanned Road Trip with 
Your Grandma:

Grab a Suitcase: Prepacked from the big 
spring break trip that got CANCELLED.

Fasten Your Seatbelt: G'ma's never 
conventional, so this trip won't be either.

Use the Green Book: G'ma's most treasured 
possession. It holds history, memories, and 

most important, the way home.

What Not to Bring:
A Cell Phone: Avoid contact with Dad at all 

costs. Even when G'ma starts acting stranger 
than usual.

Set against the backdrop of the segregation 
history of the American South, take a trip 

with this New York Times bestseller and an 
eleven-year-old boy who is about to discover 

that the world hasn't always been a 
welcoming place for kids like him, and things 

aren't always what they seem--his G'ma 
included.



Sixteen-year-old Starr lives 
in two worlds: the poor 

neighbourhood where she 
was born and raised and 

her posh high school in the 
suburbs. The uneasy 

balance between them is 
shattered when Starr is the 

only witness to the fatal 
shooting of her unarmed 
best friend, Khalil, by a 

police officer. Now what 
Starr says could destroy her 

community. It could also 
get her killed.



The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time is a murder 

mystery novel like no other. The 
detective, and narrator, is 

Christopher Boone. Christopher is 
fifteen and has Asperger's 

Syndrome. He knows a very great 
deal about maths and very little 

about human beings. He loves lists, 
patterns and the truth. He hates 

the colours yellow and brown and 
being touched. He has never gone 
further than the end of the road 
on his own, but when he finds a 

neighbour's dog murdered he sets 
out on a terrifying journey which 
will turn his whole world upside 

down.



Lily turns sixteen with two very different 
sides to her life: school, where she is 

badly bullied, and home with her mum 
and dad, warm and comforting but with 

its own difficulties.

After a particularly terrible bullying 
incident, Lily's dad determines to give 
his daughter the tools to fight back.

Introducing her to boxing, he 
encourages Lily to find her own worth. It 

is both difficult and challenging but in 
confronting her own fears she finds a 

way through that illuminates her life and 
friendships.

Meeting Rose, and seeing that there is 
another world out there, enables her to 
live her own life fully and gives her the 
knowledge that she is both beautiful 

and worth it.



Cat is in love. Always the sensible one, 
she can’t believe that she’s actually 

dating, not to mention dating a star. But 
the fandom can’t know. They would eat 
her alive. And first at the buffet would 

definitely be her best friend, Evie.

Amy uses Heartstream, a social media 
app that allows others to feel your 
emotions. She broadcasted every 

moment of her mother’s degenerative 
illness, and her grief following her 

death. It’s the realest, rawest reality TV 
imaginable.

But on the day of Amy’s mother’s 
funeral, Amy finds a strange woman in 

her kitchen. She’s rigged herself and the 
house with explosives – and she’s been 
waiting to talk to Amy for a long time. 
Who is she? A crazed fan? What does 

she want?



Fifteen-year-old Daisy thinks 
she knows all about love. Her 

mother died giving birth to her, 
and now her dad has sent her 
away for the summer, to live in 

the English countryside with 
cousins she's never even met.

There she'll discover what real 
love is: something violent, 
mysterious and wonderful. 

There her world will be turned 
upside down and a perfect 
summer will explode into a 
million bewildering pieces.

How will Daisy live then?



Fifteen-year-old Ilyas is under pressure from 
everyone: GCSE's are looming and his teachers 
just won't let up, his dad wants him to join the 
family business and his mates don't care about 
any of it. There's no space in Ilyas' life to just be 

a teenager.

Serving detention one day, Ilyas finds a kindred 
spirit in Kelly Matthews, who is fed up with being 

pigeonholed as the good girl, and their 
friendship blows the social strata of high school 
wide open. But when Kelly catches the eye of 

one of the local bad boys, Imran, he decides to 
seduce her for a bet – and Ilyas is faced with 
losing the only person who understands him. 
Standing up to Imran puts Ilyas' family at risk, 
but it's time for him to be the superhero he 

draws in his comic-books, and go kick the moon.



Agatha patrols the sea wall with pride, 
despite those in her clan who question 

her right to be there, because of the 
condition she was born with.

Jaime is a reluctant Angler, full of self-
doubt and afraid of the sea.

When disaster strikes, the pair must 
embark on a terrifying journey to a 

land where forgotten magic and dark 
secrets lurk in every shadow...



Rebellions are built on hope.

Set in a horrifying 'fifteen minutes in the future' 
United States, seventeen-year-old Layla Amin is 

forced into an internment camp for Muslim-
Americans along with her parents.

With the help of newly-made friends also 
trapped within the camp, her boyfriend on the 

outside, and an unexpected alliance, Layla 
begins a journey to fight for freedom, leading a 

revolution against the internment camp's 
Director and his guards.

Heart-racing and 
emotional, Internment questions the imaginary 

boundaries that separate us and challenges 
readers to fight the complicit silence that exists 

in our society today.



I am restless, my feet need to 
fly.

Amber is trapped - by her 
father's rules, by his 

expectations, by her own fears.

Now she's ready to fight - for 
her mother, for her sister, for 

herself.

Freedom always comes at a 
price.



All my life I've been tiny Charlie from the 
Chinese Chippie, whose only friend is Sinus, the 

kid who stares at walls.

But I believe that everyone's good 
at something.

I've just got to work out what my something 
is...

Charlie's found his secret talent: skateboarding. 
It's his one-way ticket to popularity. All he's got 

to do is practice, and nothing's going to stop him 
- not his clumsiness, not his overprotective 

mum, nothing.

Except Charlie isn't the only one in his family 
hiding a massive secret, and his next discovery 

will change everything.

How do you stay on the board when your world 
is turned upside down?



Nobody free till everybody free.

Moa is fourteen. The only life he has ever 
known is toiling on the Frontier sugar cane 
plantation for endless hot days, fearing the 

vicious whips of the overseers. Then one 
night he learns of an uprising, led by the 

charismatic Tacky. Moa is to be a cane 
warrior, and fight for the freedom of all the 
enslaved people in the nearby plantations. 
But before they can escape, Moa and his 
friend Keverton must face their first great 

task: to kill their overseer, Misser Donaldson. 
Time is ticking, and the day of the uprising 

approaches . . .
Irresistible, gripping and unforgettable, Cane 
Warriors follows the true story of Tacky’s War 

in Jamaica, 1760.



Sophia knows the story though, off by heart. 
Because every girl has to recite it daily, from 
when she's tiny until the night she's sent to 

the royal ball for choosing. And every girl 
knows that she has only one chance. For the 
lives of those not chosen by a man at the ball 

. are forfeit.

But Sophia doesn't want to be chosen - she's 
in love with her best friend, Erin, and hates 

the idea of being traded like cattle. And when 
Sophia's night at the ball goes horribly wrong, 
she must run for her life. Alone and terrified, 
she finds herself hiding in Cinderella's tomb. 

And there she meets someone who will show 
her that she has the power to remake her 

world .



“On a cold Sunday evening in early 1957, Sarah 
Dewhurst waited with her father in the parking 
lot of the Chevron Gas Station for the dragon 

he’d hired to help on the farm.”

This dragon, Kazimir, has more to him than 
meets the eye. Sarah can’t help but be curious 
about him, an animal who supposedly doesn’t 
have a soul but is seemingly intent on keeping 
her safe from the brutal attentions of Deputy 

Sheriff Emmett Kelby.

Kazimir knows something she doesn’t. He has 
arrived at the farm because of a prophecy. A 

prophecy that involves a deadly assassin, a cult 
of dragon worshippers, two FBI agents – and 

somehow, Sarah Dewhurst herself.



Conor has the same dream every night, 
ever since his mother first fell ill, ever 
since she started the treatments that 
don't quite seem to be working. But 
tonight is different. Tonight, when he 

wakes, there's a visitor at his window. It’s 
ancient, elemental, a force of nature. 

And it wants the most dangerous thing 
of all from Conor. It wants the truth. 

Patrick Ness takes the final idea of the 
late, award-winning writer Siobhan 

Dowd and weaves an extraordinary and 
heartbreaking tale of mischief, healing 
and above all, the courage it takes to 

survive.



Each morning, A wakes up in a different 
body. There’s never any warning about 

who it will be, but A is used to that. 
Never get too attached. Avoid being 

noticed. Do not interfere.

And that’s fine – until A wakes up in the 
body of Justin and meets Justin’s 

girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that moment, 
the rules by which A has been living no 

longer apply. Because finally A has found 
someone he wants to be with – every day 

. . .



Thirteen-year-old Safiya and her family 
have been driven out of Syria by civil war. 
Safiya knows how lucky she is – lucky not 

to be living in a refugee camp, lucky to 
be alive. But it's hard to feel grateful 
when she's forced to look after her 

father and brother rather than go back to 
school, and now that she's lost her 

home, she's lonelier than ever.

As they struggle to rebuild their lives, 
Safiya realizes that her family has always 

been incomplete and with her own 
future in the balance, it's time to 

uncover the secrets that war has kept 
buried.



Becks is into girls but didn't come out 
because she was never in. She lives with her 
mum, stepdad and eighteen-year-old Silva, 
her stepdad's daughter. Becks and Silva are 

opposites, but bond over their mutual 
obsession with K-pop.

When Becks' mum and stepdad go on 
honeymoon to Japan, Becks and Silva are left 

alone. Except, Silva disappears. Becks 
ventures into the forbidden territory of 

Silva's room and finds the first of eight clues 
that help her discover her sister's secret life.

Meanwhile, Silva is on a journey. A journey 
to make someone love her. He says he 

doesn't, but he's just joking. All she has to do 
is persuade him otherwise ...



Thousands of years ago, a powerful and 
malevolent force conjured a demon: a demon 
so evil that it could only be contained in the 

body of a ferocious bear, a demon determined 
to destroy the world. Only one boy can stop it ...

Twelve-year-old Torak sees his father murdered 
by the bear. With his dying breath, he asks his 
son to make him a promise. Alone, wounded, 
terrified and on the run, Torak must now lead 

the bear to the Mountain of the World Spirit - a 
mountain that no one has ever found before. 

But can Torak keep his promise?

A terrifying quest commences in a world of 
wolves, tree spirits and Hidden People, a world 

in which trusting a friend means risking your 
life.



The case is closed. Five years ago, 
schoolgirl Andie Bell was murdered 
by Sal Singh. The police know he did 
it. Everyone in town knows he did it.

But having grown up in the same 
small town that was consumed by the 
crime, Pippa Fitz-Amobi isn't so sure. 

When she chooses the case as the 
topic for her final project, she starts 
to uncover secrets that someone in 

town desperately wants to stay 
hidden. And if the real killer is still 
out there, how far will they go to 

keep Pip from the truth . . . ?



India, 1975. An unnamed city by 
the sea. The government has just 

declared a State of Emergency. 
Amidst a backdrop of wild 

political turmoil, the lives of four 
unlikely strangers collide forever.



London 1862. Sue Trinder, orphaned at 
birth, grows up among petty thieves -

fingersmiths - under the rough but loving 
care of Mrs Sucksby and her 'family'. But 

from the moment she draws breath, Sue's 
fate is linked to that of another orphan 

growing up in a gloomy mansion not too 
many miles away.



Extravagant rumours abound of a man 
named Jay Gatsby who has newly 

arrived to the coastline of a section of 
Long Island known colloquially as West 
Egg. Long into the night, the mysterious 

Gatsby threw lavish parties at his 
sprawling estate, but when alone, 

Gatsby could be found staring longingly 
at a solitary green light across the dark 
water. For all Gatsby has attained in his 
life, that green light represents all that 

he lost.



The Secret History is a murder mystery that goes in the 
reverse order. In the very first chapter, the narrator 

Richard Papen confesses that he is partly responsible 
for the death of his college mate Edmund "Bunny" 
Corcoran. The author does not give away a lot of 
details initially, but slowly builds up the mystery. 

Richard talks about his days at Hampden College in 
New England, where he was a part of a socially 

isolated group of Classics students. He introduces the 
readers to the other members, which include the twins 
Charles and Camilla, Henry Winter, Francis Abernathy, 

and Edmund Corcoran. Richard and Bunny find out 
that in the past Henry had once accidently killed a 

farmer. After having uncovered the truth, Bunny starts 
to blackmail the others.

In The Secret History, fearing that Bunny might tell the 
police of the murder, Henry and the gang decide to kill 
the boy. This novel looks into the aftermath of a crime. 

It shows how each individual deals with their 
psychological strains differently, where one becomes 

abusive and other starts getting panic attacks.



1910. Amiens, Northern 
France. Stephen Wraysford, a 

young Englishman, arrives in the 
French city to stay with the Azaire 

family. He falls in love with 
unhappily married Isabelle and the 

two enter a tempestuous love 
affair. But, with the world on the 

brink of war, the relationship 
falters. With his love for Isabelle 
forever engraved on his heart, 

Stephen volunteers to fight on the 
Western Front and enters the 

unimaginable dark world beneath 
the trenches of No Man's Land



HERE IS A SMALL FACT - YOU ARE 
GOING TO DIE

1939. Nazi Germany. The country is 
holding its breath. Death has never 

been busier.
Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living 

with a foster family on Himmel Street. 
Her parents have been taken away to a 

concentration camp. Liesel steals 
books. This is her story and the story 
of the inhabitants of her street when 

the bombs begin to fall.

SOME IMPORTANT INFORMATION -
THIS NOVEL IS NARRATED BY DEATH



Four children, a beautiful old house, the 
love of relatives and friends – Harriet and 

David Lovatt’s life is a glorious hymn to 
domestic bliss and old-fashioned family 

values. But when their fifth child is born, a 
sickly and implacable shadow is cast over 
this tender idyll. Large and ugly, violent 

and uncontrollable, the infant Ben, ‘full of 
cold dislike’, tears at Harriet’s breast. 

Struggling to care for her new-born child, 
faced with a darkness and a strange 

defiance she has never known before, 
Harriet is deeply afraid of what, exactly, 

she has brought into the world …



'All animals are equal. But some animals 
are more equal than others.'

Mr Jones of Manor Farm is so lazy and 
drunken that one day he forgets to feed 

his livestock. The ensuing rebellion under 
the leadership of the pigs Napoleon and 

Snowball leads to the animals taking over 
the farm. Vowing to eliminate the terrible 
inequities of the farmyard, the renamed 
Animal Farm is organised to benefit all 

who walk on four legs. But as time passes, 
the ideals of the rebellion are corrupted, 
then forgotten. And something new and 

unexpected emerges. . .



The year is 1984 and war and revolution 
have left the world unrecognisable. Great 

Britain, now known as Airstrip One, is ruled 
by the Party, led by Big Brother. Mass 

surveillance is everything and The Thought 
Police are employed to ensure that no 
individual thinking is allowed. Winston 
Smith works at The Ministry of Truth, 

carefully rewriting history, but he dreams 
of freedom and of rebellion.

It is here that he meets and falls in love 
with Julia. They start a secret, forbidden 

affair - but nothing can be kept secret, and 
they are forced to face consequences more 

terrifying than either of them could have 
ever imagined.



'Shoot all the Bluejays you want, if 
you can hit 'em, but remember it's 

a sin to kill a Mockingbird.'

A lawyer's advice to his children as 
he defends the real mockingbird of 
Harper Lee's classic novel - a black 

man charged with the rape of a 
white girl. Through the young eyes 
of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee 

explores with exuberant humour 
the irrationality of adult attitudes 

to race and class in the Deep South 
of the thirties. The conscience of a 

town steeped in prejudice, 
violence and hypocrisy is pricked 

by the stamina of one man's 
struggle for justice. But the weight 

of history will only tolerate so 
much.



Maycomb, Alabama. Twenty-six-year-old 
Jean Louise Finch – ‘Scout’ – returns 
home from New York City to visit her 
ageing father, Atticus. Set against the 

backdrop of the civil rights tensions and 
political turmoil that were transforming 
the South, Jean Louise’s homecoming 

turns bittersweet when she learns 
disturbing truths about her close-knit 

family, the town and the people dearest 
to her. Memories from her childhood 

flood back, and her values and 
assumptions are thrown into doubt. 

Featuring many of the iconic characters 
from To Kill a Mockingbird, Go Set a 

Watchman perfectly captures a young 
woman, and a world, in painful yet 

necessary transition out of the illusions 
of the past – a journey that can be 

guided only by one’s own conscience



Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old 
Amir is desperate to win the local 

kite-fighting tournament and his loyal 
friend Hassan promises to help him. 
But neither of the boys can foresee 

what will happen to Hassan that 
afternoon, an event that is to shatter 
their lives. After the Russians invade 

and the family is forced to flee to 
America, Amir realises that one day 
he must return to Afghanistan under 
Taliban rule to find the one thing that 

his new world cannot grant him: 
redemption.



It is 1948, and England is recovering from a war. But 
at 21 Nevern Street, London, the conflict has only 

just begun. Queenie Bligh's neighbours do not 
approve when she agrees to take in Jamaican 
lodgers, but Queenie doesn't know when her 

husband will return, or if he will come back at all. 
What else can she do?

Gilbert Joseph was one of the several thousand 
Jamaican men who joined the RAF to fight against 
Hitler. Returning to England as a civilian he finds 

himself treated very differently. It's desperation that 
makes him remember a wartime friendship with 

Queenie and knock at her door.

Gilbert's wife Hortense, too, had longed to leave 
Jamaica and start a better life in England. But when 
she joins him she is shocked to find London shabby, 

decrepit, and far from the golden city of her dreams. 
Even Gilbert is not the man she thought he was....



On a trip to the South of France, the 
shy heroine of Rebecca falls in love 
with Maxim de Winter, a handsome 

widower. Although his proposal comes 
as a surprise, she happily agrees to 
marry him. But as they arrive at her 

husband's home, Manderley, a change 
comes over Maxim, and the young 

bride is filled with dread. Friendless in 
the isolated mansion, she realises that 
she barely knows him. In every corner 
of every room is the phantom of his 
beautiful first wife, Rebecca, and the 

new Mrs de Winter walks in her 
shadow.



The Pianist is a memoir by the Polish-
Jewish pianist and composer Władysław 
Szpilman in which he describes his life 
in Warsaw in occupied Poland during 

World War II. After being forced with his 
family to live in the Warsaw Ghetto, 

Szpilman manages to avoid deportation to 
the Treblinka extermination camp, and 
from his hiding places around the city 

witnesses the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in 
1943 and the Warsaw Uprising (the 

rebellion by the Polish resistance) the 
following year. He survives in the ruined 

city with the help of friends and strangers, 
including Wilm Hosenfeld, a German army 

captain who admires his piano playing.



One windy spring day in the Chilterns 
Joe Rose's calm, organised life is 

shattered by a ballooning accident. The 
afternoon could have ended in mere 

tragedy, but for his brief meeting with 
Jed Parry. Unknown to Joe, something 

passes between them – something that 
gives birth in Parry to an obsession so 
powerful that it will test to the limits 
Joe's beloved scientific rationalism, 

threaten the love of his wife Clarissa and 
drive him to the brink of murder and 

madness.



Lev is on his way from Eastern Europe to Britain, 
seeking work. But Lev has an outsider's vision of the 

place we call home. Lev begins with no job, little 
money, and few words of English. He has only his 
memories, his hopes, and a certain skill preparing 

food.

Behind him loom the figures of his dead wife, his 
beloved daughter, and his outrageous friend. In 

front of Lev lies the strangeness of the British: their 
hostile streets, their clannish pubs, their obsession 

with celebrity, their lonely flats.

London holds the alluring possibilities of friendship, 
sex, money, and a new career. But, more than this, 

the sense of belonging.



The Five People You Meet In Heaven is 
a 2003 novel by Mitch Albom. It 

follows the life and death of a ride 
mechanic named Eddie who is killed in 
an amusement park accident and sent 
to heaven, where he encounters five 

people who had a significant impact on 
him while he was alive.



Shocking and controversial when it was first 
published in 1939, Steinbeck's Pulitzer prize-

winning epic remains his undisputed masterpiece. 
Set against the background of dust bowl Oklahoma 

and Californian migrant life, it tells of the Joad 
family, who, like thousands of others, are forced to 
travel West in search of the promised land. Their 
story is one of false hopes, thwarted desires and 

broken dreams, yet out of their suffering Steinbeck 
created a drama that is intensely human, yet 

majestic in its scale and moral vision; an eloquent 
tribute to the endurance and dignity of the human 

spirit.



Set in the deep American South between the 
wars, THE COLOR PURPLE is the classic tale of 
Celie, a young black girl born into poverty and 
segregation. Raped repeatedly by the man she 
calls 'father', she has two children taken away 
from her, is separated from her beloved sister 

Nettie and is trapped into an ugly marriage. But 
then she meets the glamorous Shug Avery, 

singer and magic-maker - a woman who has 
taken charge of her own destiny. Gradually 

Celie discovers the power and joy of her own 
spirit, freeing her from her past and reuniting 

her with those she loves.



The novel details two days in the 
life of 16-year-old Holden 

Caulfield after he has been 
expelled from prep school. 
Confused and disillusioned, 

Holden searches for truth and 
rails against the “phoniness” of 

the adult world. He ends up 
exhausted and emotionally 

unstable. The events are related 
after the fact.



I was supposed to be having the time of 
my life . . .

Working as an intern for a New York 
fashion magazine in the summer of 
1953, Esther Greenwood is on the 

brink of her future. Yet she is also on 
the edge of a darkness that makes her 

world increasingly unreal. Esther's 
vision of the world shimmers and 

shifts: day-to-day living in the sultry 
city, her crazed men-friends, the hot 

dinner dances . . .



As teenagers in Lagos, Ifemelu and Obinze fall 
in love. Their Nigeria is under military 

dictatorship, and people are fleeing the 
country if they can. The self-assured Ifemelu 

departs for America. There she suffers defeats 
and triumphs, finds and loses relationships, all 
the while feeling the weight of something she 
never thought of back home: race. Obinze had 
hoped to join her, but post-9/11 America will 

not let him in, and he plunges into a 
dangerous, undocumented life in London.

Thirteen years later, Obinze is a wealthy man 
in a newly democratic Nigeria, while Ifemelu 

has achieved success as a blogger. But after so 
long apart and so many changes, will they find 

the courage to meet again, face to face?



I believe in the resistance as I believe there can be 
no light without shadow; or rather, no shadow 

unless there is also light.

Offred is a Handmaid in The Republic of Gilead, a 
religious totalitarian state in what was formerly 
known as the United States. She is placed in the 
household of The Commander, Fred Waterford -
her assigned name, Offred, means 'of Fred'. She 
has only one function: to breed. If Offred refuses 

to enter into sexual servitude to repopulate a 
devastated world, she will be hanged. Yet even a 

repressive state cannot eradicate hope and desire. 
As she recalls her pre-revolution life in flashbacks, 

Offred must navigate through the terrifying 
landscape of torture and persecution in the 

present day, and between two men upon which 
her future hangs.



The Republic of Gilead is 
beginning to rot from within. At 
this crucial moment, two girls 

with radically different 
experiences of the regime come 
face to face with the legendary, 
ruthless Aunt Lydia. But how far 

will each go for what she 
believes?



Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the 
Orient Express in its tracks. The luxurious 
train is surprisingly full for the time of the 

year, but by the morning it is one passenger 
fewer. An American tycoon lies dead in his 
compartment, stabbed a dozen times, his 

door locked from the inside.

Isolated and with a killer in their midst, 
detective Hercule Poirot must identify the 

murderer – in case he or she decides to strike 
again



It is 1941 and Captain Antonio Corelli, a 
young Italian officer, is posted to the Greek 

island of Cephallonia as part of the 
occupying forces. At first he is ostracised by 

the locals but over time he proves himself to 
be civilised, humorous – and a consummate 

musician.

When Pelagia, the local doctor's daughter, 
finds her letters to her fiancé go 

unanswered, Antonio and Pelagia draw close 
and the working of the eternal triangle 

seems inevitable. But can this fragile love 
survive as a war of bestial savagery gets 
closer and the lines are drawn between 

invader and defender?



Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys 
a comfortable, unambitious life, 
rarely travelling further than the 
pantry of his hobbit-hole in Bag 

End. But his contentment is 
disturbed when the wizard Gandalf 
and a company of 13 dwarves arrive 

on his doorstep one day to whisk 
him away on a journey ‘there and 

back again’. They have a plot to raid 
the treasure hoard of Smaug the 

Magnificent, a large and very 
dangerous dragon....



When Elizabeth Bennet first meets eligible 
bachelor Fitzwilliam Darcy, she thinks him 

arrogant and conceited; he is indifferent to 
her good looks and lively mind. When she 

later discovers that Darcy has involved 
himself in the troubled relationship 

between his friend Bingley and her beloved 
sister Jane, she is determined to dislike him 
more than ever. In the sparkling comedy of 
manners that follows, Jane Austen shows 

the folly of judging by first impressions and 
superbly evokes the friendships,gossip and 
snobberies of provincial middle-class life.



Jane Austen teased readers with the idea 
of a 'heroine whom no one but myself 

will much like', but Emma is irresistible. 
'Handsome, clever, and rich', Emma is 

also an 'imaginist', 'on fire with 
speculation and foresight'. She sees the 

signs of romance all around her, but 
thinks she will never be married.

Her matchmaking maps out relationships 
that Jane Austen ironically tweaks into a 

clearer perspective. Judgement and 
imagination are matched in games the 
reader too can enjoy, and the end is a 

triumph of understanding.



Wuthering Heights tells us a story 
about the life in northern England 

between 1771 till 1783. The two main 
characters are Catherine Earnshaw 

and Hareton Earnshaw, who fall in love 
with each other when they are 

children but become separated when 
they are grown up. The book tells us 

also about the life of Heathcliff, a 
homeless boy who loved Catherine.



Orphaned as a child, Jane has felt an outcast 
her whole young life. Her courage is tested 
once again when she arrives at Thornfield Hall, 
where she has been hired by the brooding, 
proud Edward Rochester to care for his ward 
Adèle. Jane finds herself drawn to his troubled 
yet kind spirit. She falls in love. Hard.

But there is a terrifying secret inside the 
gloomy, forbidding Thornfield Hall. Is 
Rochester hiding from Jane? Will Jane be left 
heartbroken and exiled once again?



Born into the oppressive, colonialist society 
of 1930s Jamaica, white Creole heiress 

Antoinette Cosway meets a young 
Englishman who is drawn to her innocent 

beauty and sensuality. After their marriage, 
however, disturbing rumours begin to 

circulate which poison her husband against 
her. Caught between his demands and her 

own precarious sense of belonging, 
Antoinette is inexorably driven towards 

madness, and her husband into the arms of 
another novel's heroine. This classic study of 

betrayal, a seminal work of postcolonial 
literature, is Jean Rhys's brief, beautiful 

masterpiece.



The idea of a reanimated corpse was famously conceived by an 
18 year old Mary Shelley on holiday with her future husband 

Percy Bysshe Shelley and Lord Byron near Lake Geneva, 
Switzerland. The three were tasked with writing a ghost story, 

which resulted in one of the most famous novels to come from 
the 19th century. Published anonymously in a three volume 

series, Frankenstein instantly set the standard for a true literary 
horror and its themes led many to believe it was the first true 
science fiction novel. In 1831 and after much pressure, Mary 
Shelley revised the text to be more fitting to contemporary 
standards. Presented here by Reader's Library Classics is the 

original 1818 text of Frankenstein.

Young scientist Victor Frankenstein, grief-stricken over the death 
of his mother, sets out in a series of laboratory experiments 

testing the ability to create life from non-living matter. Soon, his 
experiments progress further until he creates a humanoid 

creature eight feet tall. But as Frankenstein soon discovers, a 
successful experiment does not always equal a positive outcome.



Great Expectations tells the story of 
Pip, an orphan boy who wishes to 
transcend his humble origins and 

finds himself unexpectedly given the 
opportunity to live a life of wealth 

and respectability. Over the course of 
the tale, in which Pip encounters 
such famous characters as Miss 

Havisham, Herbert Pocket and Joe 
Gargery, he comes to realise that his 

money is tainted and the girl he loves 
will not return his affections; 

happiness must be found in the 
things he gave up in pursuit of a 

more sophisticated life.



The classic story of a young boy who 
seeks his fortune on the streets of 
London.

After Oliver Twist asks nasty Mr 
Bumble for more food, he has to flee 
the workhouse for the streets of 
London. Here he meets the Artful 
Dodger, who leads him to Fagin and 
his gang of pickpockets. When a 
thieving mission goes wrong, Oliver 
narrowly avoids prison and finds 
himself in the care of kind Mr 
Brownlow. But Fagin and the brutal Bill 
Sikes go in search of the young 
orphan, determined to drag him back . 
.


